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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

Legislative Counsel ?_IZ)CO'C]—? -%?844/'1'
Honorable John J. Sparkman, Chairman §>f 'z

Committee on Foreign Relations

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I need not impress on you the need to protect sensitive compartmented
intelligence which is so vital to our Nation's intelligence collection efforts.
The Director of Central Intelligence became seriously concerned by the
increasing numbers of persons granted access to compartmented intelligence
and initiated a review within the Executive Branch to critically assess the
basis for the granting of such access. The Director has extended this review
to the Legislative Branch and issued Guidelines establishing my office as the
Community focal point to oversee the issuance of compartmented clearances
for the Congress, the General Accounting Office and the Library of Congress.

A member of my office will be in contact with Mr. Norvill J. Jones,
Chief of Staff, to review existing compartmented clearances for staff
members of your Committee and to establish procedures for the issuance
of future clearances. We will represent all Community agencies which
sponsor the issuance of SI, TK and[___Jclearances for staff members STA
on your Committee. I assure you that this program is not intended in
any way to impair the work of the Congress which requires access to
sensitive intelligence. Our only concern, which I know you share, is that
there be a clearly established need for such access.

I feel certain that in a spirit of cooperation we can work out suitable
arrangements to effectively limit and control the issuance of compartmented
clearances and thereby enhance the protection of our most vital intelligence
collection assets. Enclosed is a copy of the Director's letter to the President
of the Senate informing him of the program. A similar letter was sent to the
Speaker, ’

Sincerely,

s ~ STAT
Frederick P. Hitz

Enclosure g«¢ 7{//?4/%
Distribution:
Orig - Addressee w/encl
1 - D/0S w/o/encl
1 - Executive Secretary-
Security Committee w/o/encl

% - OLC Chron w/o/encl ’
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FHonorable Walter Mondale .
President of the Senate
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

\

Dear Mr. President: BT ' )

Loy gy 2y

In view of my statutory responsibility to protect intelligence sources k
and methods, I became greatly concerned by the proliferation of highly :
seusitive intelligence collected and maintained within systems of
cornpartmentation. 1 initiated a review within the’ Iixecutive B.ran(fh to
reassess ihe justification for existing clearances and to limit 1sswng
future clearances based on the sirictest application of neced-to-know.

This same concern extends to the Legislative Branch. As you know,
staff personnel of our Congressional oversight commitices have been granted
access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence information. However,
due to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence within the Congress,
access has been extended io staffs of other committees. It is imperative
that a review, similar to that underway within the Executive Branch, be
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to assure that current and future
access to highly sensitive intelligence information is clearly justifiable-

.
.

Accordingly, I have designated my Legislative Counsel to serve as ithe
focal point o review all requests for such access for Congresmqnal
staff personnel. His office will contact the chairmen and staff directors
of those committees concerned to assess the justification of existing
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines to assess critically
the need-to-know for future clearances. 1 do not intend in any way to
impede or impair the work of any commitiee which requires access to
sensitive intelligence. It is my concern, however, that the need-to~know
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, experience has shown
that most congressional requirements for substantive intelligence can

e satisfied without access to highly seusitive sources and methods
information. '

Where there is a clearly justifiable nced, Members of Congress are
given access to sensitive intelligence information. Personal staff of
Wembers, however, have been denied such access and I have reaffirmed
this policy. The only exception, which I am initiating at this time, is to
grant selectizd key staff members serving in the offices of the Leadership

. . . .
N . . »
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is and requive staff assistance- This will J.){S.]ud_c ; ,3
desicnated personal stafl merabers frora i‘x’r(:'{;'(::xff:’i n.[_your_ ()I‘-Lfvxf;‘(r:i; o . g
tne President Pro-Tempore of the Senate, and 1\'1;1_'1€»1°5.1.j,i and Minoxity |
I.eaders of both the Senate and the Youse. My Legislative Counsel .
will be contacting your offices lo determing which stalf p::rrs():f}'(i.l_e{ SO}I

have designaled for such access. 1 rceceently l'czt:e).vsd a }.C.t.t..(-:‘.l ylé{&;q ]
jointly by Senale Majorily Leader Robetl Byrd and Sceeaite. }\»II}TZO.I‘}. Y : |
Y.eader Howard Baker submitting a request for stall access which will

> Sz . 1 gy
be honored and handled direcily with their office

v

on a regular basis

NS

. . . e ey
it is ray firm belief that these procedures will not intex fere wi th
f; intellisence i > g 3 ill serve to enhaunce
the proper flow of intelligence io the Congress, but 1‘{11}. 1c e to ot
the protection of highly sensitive intelligence sources anc methods by
) e - : , < . 9 , ~ cy o T -~ .
limitine access toan absolute need-to-know. I would w elvomf.‘) ony
o g ey >
suovort to facilitate acceptance of these procedures by commitic

oy Y Y LI .
chairmen in any way that you deem appropriait.

“Yours sincerely, ) IR

[

> - .
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Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill
Speaker of the House _ . . : oy
House of Representalives . o
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

onsibiiity to protect intelligence sources
and methods, I became greatly concerned by the proliferation oftlnghly
sensitive intelligence collected and maintained within systems o2
corapartmentation. I jnitiated a review within the Executive B.ranc:h to
reassess tne justification for existing clearances and to limit 1ssuing
future clearances based on the sirictest application of x‘1@gd~t0---kﬂow.

In view of my statutory resp

This same concern extends to the Leglislative Branch. As you know, i
stalf personnel of our Congressional oversight commitices have been granted
access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence inforr_na’tmn. - However,
due to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence within the Congress,
access has been extended to stafls of other committees. It is imperative
that a review, similar to that underway within the Jxecuiive Branch, be
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to assure that current and future
access lo highly sensitive intelligence sinformation is clearly justifiable.

‘ Accordingly, 1 have designated my Legislative Counsel to serve as the
focal point to review all requests for such access for Congresmqnal

staff personnel. His office will contact the chairmen aud staff _du:ectors
of those committees concerned fo assess the justification of existing |
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines to assess critically
the need-to-know for future clearances. I donot intend in anmy way to - ]
impede or impair the work of any committee which requires access to '
sensitive intelligence. It is my concern, however, that the need-to~know o
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, experience has shown

that most congressional requirements for substantive intelligence can

be satisfied without access to highly sensitive sources and methods o 1
information. ’ : S . . DR

Where there is a clearly justifiable need, Members of Congress are A
given access to sensitive intelligence information. Personal staff of N
Members, however, have been denied such access and I have reaffirmed T E
this policy. The only exception, which I am initiating at this time, is t0 : %

grant selected key staff members serving in the offices of the I_.eadcrshlP |
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of ihe Congress access sinee theie pum ipals receive sensiiive intel Ligence
on o regular basis and require ¢ ’mh assistance. PThis will include -
designated personal stafl mewbers from the stalls of your offices, . 0 -
ine 1> resident Pro-"Terpore of the Scnate, and Majorily and Rinoxity
Lecaders of both the Senate and the House. My Legislative Counsel
will be contacting your offices {o determine which stalf persounel you
have designated for such access. I recently veccived a lelter, signed
jointly by Send te Majority Lieader Robert By rd aud Szraice lhaomty
Leader Howard Baker submitting a request for staff access widch will
be honored and handled dir eml_y with Lhc'r offices.

ray firm belief that these procedurcu will not intericre with

ss, but will serve to enhance
sources and methods by

It is
the proper flow of intelligence to ithe Congre
the protection of hlohly seansitive intelligence
limiting access to an absolute need-to- ]\1 10vw. I would welcorae your
support to facilitate accepltance of thes procedum’»a. by couwrnittee

chairmen in any way that you deerm 1pn“o“ru'v ates - S

“Yours sincerely,

U5} Stenniier: i T C o
1 STANSFIELD TURNER C s
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